The possibility of splitting the inclusive cross section for relativistic nuclear collisions into a direct and a thermal component is examined, It is pointed out that the definition of a direct term is model dependent. Besides this difficulty, it is explained why two particle correlation measurements can give ambiguous information on the size of the direct component. 
I. INTRODUCTION 
II. DECOMPOSITION OF THE INCLUSIVE CROSS SECTIONS
There has recently been an important discussion on the question of the relative dominance of the direct and the thermal processes to the nucleon emission in relativistic nuclear collisions. ' Fig. 1(a) . This, however, has been done in the literature'" and adds to the confusion. Rather, g, should be associated with diagram of Fig. 1 Fig.   4 
